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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSICI.JERS

FOR COLU},IBIA COUNTY, OREGOI{

In the l4atter of the Amendment of
the Columbia County Road Standards
Referenced by Section 905.L of the
Columbia County Subdivision and
Part itioning Ordi nance

ORDINANCE NO. 91-IO)

)

)

)

)

)

I

l

The Board of County Conunissioners for Colunbia County, Oregon ordains as
follows:

SECTION 1. AI]TTIORITY.

Tlris ordinance is adopted pursuant to OR^S 203.035, 92.044, 92.046 and
92.048 (1991 edition).

SECIION 2. TITLE.

TLris Ordinance shall be kncr,rn as Ordinance No. 91-10.

SECTION 3. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this ordinance is to amend the Columbia County Road
Standards referenced by Section 905.L of the Columbia County Subdivision and
Partitioni ng Ordinance.

SECTION 4. AI,IEND4ENT.

The Columbia County Road Standards referenced as Attachment "2" by
Section 905.L of the Columbia County SuMivision and Partitioning Ordinance
(adopted by Ordinance No. 90-10 on lday 23, 1990) are arended by the addition
of the new standard entitled "standard for Dead End Public Road", a copy of
which is labeled Exhibit "A", attached hereto and incorporated herein by this
reference.

SECTION 5. FINDINGS.

Findings of fact and conclusions of law in support of this amendrnent are
attached hereto, labeled Exhibit rrBx and incorporated herein by this
reference.

SESIION 6. SEVERABILITY.

If any portion of this ordinance, including Exhibits "A" an'rd rrBt', is for
any reason held invalid by any court of conpetent jurisdiction, such porLion
shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent portion and such
holdings shall not affect the validity of the rennining portion hereof.
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SECTION 7. EMERGENCY

Ttris ordinance being inrnediately necessary to rnaintain the public
health' safety and welfare, an emergency is declared to exist and this
ordinance takes effect on f.{ay.p.rnhoc Lo , 1991.

REGUIARLY PASSED AND AMPIED BY THE BOARD OF COI.]NTY COMMISSIONERS FOR
CoLUMBTA COUNTY, ORE@N TTrrS l).\ Oey Or Odl ohr-r , I99I.

DATED this )o{\ day of No'.1 ,199r.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FoR COLUMBTA COUNTY, OREGON

Approved as to form

By: (/,^ /tP^--7 lf
office of Couhty CounseT

By:

By:

By:

Attes

By:

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Effective Date:
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EXHIBIT ITBTI

coLUr'{BrA couNTy eoi\nn oF coMMrssroNERS

FiIe Number:

Appl icant:

Reguest:

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

TA 4_9I

Columbia County Land Development Services
Courthouse. St.Helens, OR 97051

To amend the Columbia County Road Standards,
as adopted by Board of County Commissioners
Resolution No. 29-75 dated ApriL 23, L975,
and as referenced by Section 905.t. of the
Columbia Coounty Subdivision and Partitioning
Ordinance of May 23, 1990.

BACKGROUND:

This amendment is at the request of a County Conunissioner to
add a road standard which would be a lower standard than the
present paved road reguired by the County for all roads
created by subdivision or partitioning in Columbia County.
A group of county employees is now working on a whole new
set of road standards, but this is a time-consuming process;
the attached would be an interim standard until the new
standards are adopted.
This interim standard (see attached cross-section) would
apply only to dead end public roads, not maintained by the
county, serving no more than 4 lots in a subdivision or 3
parcels in a partitioning, where the Planning Conunission
makes a finding that the road will not or cannot be extended
to serve any additional lots or parcels in the future.
The road standard, Ets originally proposed, would have a 20
foot wide base of 6" of 2"-O or 1 L/2"-0, and 2" of 3/4"-O
rock, and a 16 foot wide travel surface of 3" of C-mix
asphal tic concrete.
However, due to objections from various fire districts, the
State Fire l.larshall and the Oregon Department of Forestry.
the revised road standard witl have a 24 foot wide base and
a 20 f oot wide travel surf ace, wit.h al I ot.her specif ications
being the same. A copy of the proposed interim standard as
revised is attached hereto, labeled Attachment rrl, and
incorporated herein by this reference.

FINDINGS:

This reguest is being processed as a Legislative Hearing
under ORS 92.O48 "Procedure for adoption of regulations
under ORS 92.A44 and 92.046." These statutes permit the the
adoption or amendment of ordinances "...governing approval
of plats and plans..." and "...governing approval ofpartitioning of land..." The following excerpts are from
oRs 92.O48:

10-25-91



B9Ol(TA 4-91

"92.048...The procedure for adoption of any ordinance
...under ORS 92.O44 and 92.046 is as follows:
(1) The planning commission of the county...shall hold

a public hearinq on the proposed ordinance...after
publishing notice of the hearing I0 days prior to
the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation
...published in the county. The notice shall
contain the time, place and purpose of the
hearing. . .

(2) Prior to the expiration of 60 days after the date
of such hearing, the planning conrnission may
transmit its recornmendation regarding the proposed
ordinance...to the governing body of the county...

(3) Prior to the adoption of such ordinance...the
governing body of the county...shall hold a
hearing thereon after giving notice of the hearing
in the same manner provided in subsect.ion (f ) of
this section.

(5) The ordinance...may be amended from time to time
by following the procedure prescribed in this
section. "

Finding 1: The above procedures have been followed in
amending the ordinance. Legal notice was published in the
St. Helens Chronicle, a newspaper of general circulation in
Columbia County, on September 2L and 28, 1991 for the
Planning Commission hearing of October 7, 1991. Notice was
published in the Chronicle on October L2,1991 for the Board
of County Commissioners hearing of October 23, 1991. The
notices contained the information required by ORS 92.O48, as
stated above.

Finding 2z Hearings were held by the Columbia County
Planning Commission on October 7, 1991 and by the Columbia
County Board of Commissionrs at 3:00 p.m. on October 23,
1991. The Board of Commissioners took testimony from
proponents and opponents of the proposed interim road
standard, and deliberated to a decision to adopt an interim
road standard slightly altered from the one proposed and
recommended by the Planning Commission (see above).

COMMENTS:

The written comments of the st. Helens Rural Fire protection
District and the State Fire Marshal!'s office are attached
hereto, labeled Attachments t'2tt and rt3rr and incorporated
herein by this reference.

!4 ircr ?Lg
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105 S. 12th Street
St. Helens, Oregon 97051

Telephone: (503) 39?-2990
FAX: (50S) B9Z-8198

ocox 34 pAcEZll

St. Helens Rural Fire DistrictOcLober 18, fggt

John Knighf
Columbia CounLy Allo.ney
Columbia County Cour:nouse
St. Helens, Oregon 97051

Dear John:

I'm wriLing t,his rn regard to the up-coming Corn-'nission hearing on Lhe
interim road slanda::s due to be cor:"idered by ihe Count,y Commissioners
on October 23, 1991.

First, I would li-ke ;o say that none of the CounLy wide Flre Distnicl's
or the Oregon Star"e lcresbry were se:rL a copy of the purposed draft
asking for our cornms:ts and inpub at lhe Planning Commission meeling on
October 7, 1 991 .

In reviewing t,his d:=it, Lhaf I jus; picked up today, with the Stafe
Fire Marshal, it is :heir opinion tnat thi.s would not, be in correlaLion
wit,h UFC 10.207 (c) {f), (see enclosure). The Uniform Fire Code requires
a 20' unobstructed =il- wealher surface that will hold t,he weight of heavy
fire deparLment equipmenl (50,000 lbs).

This subject was ciiscussed at the Ccunt,y Fj.re Chi-ef's Defense Board meeting
on October 16r 1991 :nd all- present agreed wiih the State Fire Marshal's
interpretation.

As you know we can nct be any less restrictive lhan Lhe SLaEe Fire Code and
have aLso adopt,ed th= same code in cur Fire Disiricb in June .1991 

.

We would recommencj ;rat if lhe Plann:-ng Commisslon desires to reduce access
on private roads fo:" iour or less in a sub-divlsion or Lbree pancels i-n a
part,itj"oning Lha',- i: be reduced to no less than 20'.

The Counly Fire Chreis would also llxe to have input at thls tj-me to bhe
CounLy's Road Standards CommitLee th=L has been working together for some
time.

By all agencles work'ng togelher in ihe draft sLages there is certai-nly less
chances of someihrn3 like what's hap.oening presently with the interim noad
standards, where you have one law opposing anoiher.

Thank you in advance for youn atLen:lon in this matt,er. Please feel fnee to
contacr- Lhe St,. Hei:::s Rural- Fire D:stricf if you have any questions.

acoRi

er
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I arn wriring rhis lerter ar rhe request of the sl Helens Fire Deparrrnent.

section 10'207 (c) of the Unif.rm Fire code requires a roadway of 20 feer unobsrrucred, Iris my understa.nding that yuu 
1r-.- 

considerin! allowing a developmenr of 4 or fewerbuildings wirh the require'nlnt of 16 ruu, pou.irJro *irn 2 f<ror shoirtoers on each sicie. I/ huut some concerns tuirt' ti'is proposot. First, -oo.rn fire apparatus a-re a combination clfwater tankers' fire pumpers, ladder carriers, hnr" aurriarr, oo,t miscellaneous equipmenthaulers' The fire tpp"u*t'arc very heavy. one of the first lessons l"a*",i in oregon isthat you never drjve a fire apparatus off oi tte po**.n,' onto the sh.ui<jer. The sixteenfoot wide road wiil nut uttotmodate wo pie.r-s oi opparurus ro pass each other wirhourone of the vehicles lcaving the pavement with tte wtriitp on on" ,i,r.. The uniform firecodc is very clear on this i'ssue' The road must u" zo feer wide with an ail ,"veather surface.It can be all pavecl or all gravei' I' any case it mu.st be properry engineered and be 20 feerwiilc.

If I may be of assistance ro you in rhis or atry 
'ther 

marler piease co'racr me.

Ocrtrber ZZ,lggl

Mr. Dale He.imuller, Cclmmissioner
Columbia Counry
Columbia Couury Cjourrhouse
St. Helens, OR 97051

Dear Commissioner Heimuller:

Sincerely,

s
Ronald D. Wiscarson
Code Progran: Manager

OPS\pre tcor\R DWa h 26
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E XECUTIVE
DE PARTMENT

STATE FIRE MAXSHAL

4760 Portla,nd Rd. NE
Salem, OR 9rcq5,1760
(so3) 3763473
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